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Thesis: Keswick 
qeblildvÿp sfbt lc

sanctification is
theologically     

erroneous.



Structure

1. Historical survey of the EKM*

2. Theological survey of the EKM

3. Theological analysisof the EKM

*EKM = early Keswick

movement (1875-1920)



A Historical Survey of the EKM

1. Forerunners of the EKM

2. Propagatorsof the EKM

3. Successorsof the EKM



Influences 

on the 

EKM

Wesleyan Perfectionism:

Wesley, Fletcher, Clarke

Holiness Movement

Early Keswick Movement

Oberlin Perfectionism:

Finney, Mahan

Higher Life Movement:

Boardman and Smiths

Methodist Perfectionism: 

Phoebe Palmer,

Camp Meetings



John 

Wesley 

(1703-1791)

Âestablished
Christian 
perfection



John William 

Fletcher 

(1729-1785)

Âused Spirit-

baptism 

languagefor 

Christian 

perfection



Adam 

Clarke 

(1762-1832)

Âemphasized 

the crisis of 

Christian 

perfection



Phoebe Worrall 

Palmer (1807-74)

Â Methodist perfectionism 

emphasized the crisis of 

Christian perfection.

Â propagated

Â primarily by Phoebe 

Palmerõs òshorter way to 

holinessó

Â by the camp meetings, 

which propagated 

Palmerõs òaltar theologyó 



Charles Grandison Finney (1792-1875)

ÂOberlin perfectionism: the perfection of manõs autonomous 
free will

Â Finney: the entire consecration of manõs autonomous free 
will to obey the moral law



Asa Mahan

(1799-1899)

Âstressed Spirit-

baptism as the 

crisis of Christian 

perfection



William Edwin Boardman (1810-86)

ÂThe higher life movement, which was 

transdenominational, emphasized immediate 

sanctification by faith.

ÂBoardman authored the best-selling The Higher 
Christian Life.


